Children, altho they were ſo far from imit 
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4 Son and Daughter of his; had been by the Mediation 
of Friends reconcit'd, at leaft ſeemingh, Anno 170r, 

* the Father did reſolve to bury all in inn, and ne. 
ver vent any thing that might tend to the us of his dear 
e Bleſſed Shem 
and Japhet, viz, covering their 5 s Naktaneſs, that th 
outdid curſed Ham; for bes only e _ "d the W of his drunkett 
Father, bat theſe pretended Nakeaneſs where really there was none, 
and lacerated their Father's Ne alt ho thereby they ruin d 
their own: Tet after a moſt treacherous Contrivance of the eldeſt 


San to turn his Father out of Poſſeſſion of 1000 l. per, Annum, 


and of the ſecond Son to get the Reſſdne uf bis Father's Eſtate, 
put out of his Power to diſpoſe of by Adt of Parliament ; yet: whey 
4 ſaid Father had reſcu d himſelf from that Danger -by Demon- 
ration of the Villany, and brought his ſaid pecrant Son to es we him 
of a mighty Load, no leſs than Forty one thouſand Pounds, laid 
__ an TEftate of ' Fourteen hundred Pounds 4 year, well timbrea 
A indeed, 
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indeed, but many 4 Stick muſt go towards the raiſing of ten or 
twelve thouſand Pounds; and that Son the L awyer mas uo Fool, 
nor ever would have 4 to ſuch a Bargain, could he any 
other way have avoided his Father's juſt Reſentments, who other- 
wiſe would have laid open his notorious indirect Practices to all 
the World; but then a ſecond time ſeem'd fully reconcil d: Upon 
which this indulgent Father did again ſubject his own Reputation, 
to (bield his Sons and Daughters from that Reproach which this 
injurious dealing with him had juſtly merited. But ſince he finds 
thoſe that are left of them to be irxeconcilable, and as they had be- 
fore made him ſo infamous, as"to be the By-word of all Taverns 
and Coffee-houſes about Town; and altho ſome few did know and 
believe his Innocence, yet the generality- did look «pon him to 
be either a Madman, or, which was worſe, a very Lewd one. Theſe 
things conſider d, and that his Daughters are ſo much in love 
with London, as to make their conſtant Abode, for the moſt part, 
there ; ang having to his Amazement lately heard, that the In- 
famy which was thrown apon him in 1701, is juſtify'd by his 
youngeſt Daughter now in November 1707. This pats him 
upon Printing his Caſe, that the World may judg who is to blame ; - 


. and he reſolves to inſert nothing therein, but what he can moſt cer- 


tail make proof of, by 4s good Evidence, as any Affair of this 


Nature can be capable of. 


F. 1. T HIS Gentleman had an Eſtate left him by his Fa- 
ther of 2900 J. per Annum after his Mother's De- 
ceaſe, Who died in December 1685. 
$. 2. He had at that time 11 Children, whereof 5 Daugh- 
ters: His Father had ty'd him up ſo, as he could not have gi- 
ven his Daughters more (had he had but 2 or 3, and no Sons) 
than 3000 J. apiece. TY 
S. 3. But this Gentleman knowing the Temper of this 
preſent Age, and how great a hindrance to his Daughters 
Diſpoſal ia Marriage the Number of his Children would 
prove, did reſolve, whatever ſhift he made, to leave his 


Daugh- 


(3) 
Daughters and younger Sons too 5000 l. apiece: only his 2d 
being his moſt beloved Son, iz: for his excellent Pregnanc 
and great Aſſiduity in being dutiſul and ſerviceable to his 
ſaid Father; for him his ſaid Father defign'd a double Por- 


tion, viz. 10000 J. which with 5000 J. apiece, as aforeſaid, 
for his 9 other younger Children, amounted to 55000 J. 
F. 4. This mighty Sum did not diſcourage their ſaid Fa- 
ther, altho all the Eftate which, he receiv'd from his Father 
at 20 Years Purchaſe, did not amount to 60000/7. and all 
his ſaid Eſtate, except about 800 J. per Annam, was new 
bought; and altho in the Reign of King Charles the Second 
he had expended, in treating Freeholders, when he ſtood 
Knight of the Shire, many thouſand Pounds, viz. 60001. at 
leaft : In Building 16 Farm- Houſes,” within one Mannor he 
expended above 7000 J. and in Defending himſelf and other 
Proteſtants from the Violence and Virulence _ Lord 
Jeffreys and others above 80001, and in Building all the Walls 
and Out-houſes, and Adorning Arbary in Warwickſhire, where 
he lives, above 10000 /. and in ehargeable Law-Suits 3000 J. 
and unſucceſsfully attempting to get Coals 6000 . Anno 1665, 
and 1666, and Anno 1672; and from 1683, to 1692. and 
when the Datch burnt our Ships at Chatham, in lending, upon 
the perſuaſion of the Earl of Craven (when the City of Lon- 
don deny'd to lend the then King his Majeſty Charles the Se- 
cond any thing) 8000/. which by ſhutting up the Exche- 
Iver was almoſt loſt to him; and in Building and Repairi 
arms at Aſth and Chilverſcotton, and Bedworth in M. ants 
ſire, and at Fedingwith in Leiceſterſhire, and at Harfild and 
Brachenbury in Middleſex, ſome of which coſt him above 
1000 J. apiece, 9200 l. and in Doctors and Apothecarys for 
10 Years together, for his Wife, Sir Edward Bagots Daugh - 
ter, and his eldeſt Son and eldeſt Daughter, 7000 7. vis, 
Maintaining his ſaid Wife at the Bath, and in Doctor's Houſes 
in London, &c. and afterwards his ſaid eldeſt Daughter: And 
for the Breeding and Education of moſt of them, of 15 
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Children, altho but ꝙ are left alive now, 6000 l. and for 
Purchaſes 160004; and to the Lord, afterwards Earl of Co. 
ventry, and to his Son the Honourable Gabert Coventry Eſq; 
as much Mony in the Year 1686, and ſince, as amounted 
with Intereſt to 3046 J. and to drain and bring to perfection 
a terribly water d Coal-Delph (which no body could ever 
conquer but himſelf) above what he receiv'd, 7054 7. in all 
11000 J. in pay ing his Daughter Mary's Portion 5000. 
S. 5. Notwithſtanding theſe. vaſt Expences, and his Tra- 
velling firſt thro Exgland, and then thro France with his ſaid 
eldeſt Son, to wear off his {heepiſh Modeſty, by ſhe wing 
him Men and Manners: He, the Father, has advanc'd his 
Real and Perſonal Eſtate to above 5000 /. per Annum; where- 
of his eldeſt Son has 2300 J. in Poſſeſſion, and 700 1. at leaſt 
in Reverſion: And becauſe theſe vaſt Works could not be 
done without Application, therefore He, the Father, did 
about 16 Years ago ( himſelf being then much employ'd 
about publick Buſineſs ) put his ſaid Eſtate into the hands 
of his ſecond Son to manage, with the help of a Goldſmith, 
and of his eldeſt Son to Audit, who both perform'd it admi- 
rably well for 5 or 6 Years. 

$. 6. In the mean time the Father procur'd a Marriage 
For his ſaid eldeſt Son in or about the Year 1694, and his 
ſaid Son's Wife (Who had 5004. per Annum ſettled upon 
-her Husband for preſent Maintenance, and on her for her 
Jointure) dy*d about the Year 1696 ; and then the ſaid eldeſt 
Son, who had a Family of Men and Maids, and many Viſi- 
tants of his Mother's ( deceas'd in 1692) and Wive's Rela- 
tions, did humbly beſeech his ſaid Father to give him leave 
ro return, and live with him among his Brothers and Siſters : 
In recompence whereof, he humbly offer'd to his ſaid Father 
-2001. per Annum for Himſelf, Relations, Servants and Horſes; 
declaring, That if his Father did not think that Allowance 
enough, he the Son wou'd advance it to what bis ſaid Fa- 
ther pleas d. But he the ſaid Father dearly loving his ſaid 
, . 4 Son, 


Ck. 

Son, (who was then very Dutiful and very Good-Natur'd) 
would take no more, but left his faid Son 3001 per Annan 
to do what he would with; who finding that his ſaid Fa- 
ther had very good Matches propos'd for four of his Daugh- 
ters, two of whom were ſoon after married (as a third 
might have been, had it not been hinder'd by her own 
capricious Temper) and a fourth married her ſelf; 
F. 7. Theſe things conſider d, He, the ſaid Son, humbly 
aefi'd his faid Father to accept of his Mite towards Raiſing 
thoſe great Portions : In order whereunto, he the ſaid Son 
contented himſelf with 100 J. per Lear; which he might the 
better do, becauſe his faid Father bore his Charges in all his 
Travels, even in France, altho that Voyage and Journey was 
the more chargeable, becauſe the ſaid Father (and Son) be- 
ing at the Houſe of his Son-in-Law in the Iſland againſt Sprr- 
bead, where the Father intended to embark. By the way, in 
the beginning of the Year 1698. the Father conceiving him- 
ſelf to be overtax'd, did appeal to divers Honourable Perſons, 
Members of Parliament, Commiſſioners for the County 
where his Eſtate lay, who met at Uxbriage ; and after a full 
Hearing of all Partys, found his Eſtate valu'd at 400 J. per 
Annam too high, ſo they did reduce the Tax 80 J. per Annum; 
that is, order'd it ſo, that the ſaid Old Gentleman paid 80 1. 
per Annam leſs than he did before. But becauſe the adjacent 
Commiſſioners were much bent upon keeping up to the 
height his Eſtate, his ingenious Son, the young Lawyer, caſt 
up all the Reprizals upon the Eſtate : And the ſaid Old Gen- 
tleman having ſeveral Farms repairing, and other chargeable 
Works in hand, the neat Produce of the Eſtate amounted to 
bur Seven hundred thirty eight Pounds per Annum. He 
therefore advis'd his faid Father to chuſe out ſomebody whom 
he could truſt, to whom he might leaſe that Eſtate at the 
Rate aboveſaid, which would, he faid, be a means to keep 
down the Taxes. His ſaid Father was then extremely full 
of Buſineſs, and told him, That if he leas'd it ta any _ 8 
3 0 
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ſhould be to him : At which his ſaid Son bluſh'd, and then 
lookt pale, which his Father did not take much notice of 
then, but ſince has often thought thereof: And according 
within one Day or two, he brought his Father a Leaſe ſo 
drawn, wherein himſelf was Leſſee ; and his Father bein 
very full of Buſineſs, haſtily read it over, and ſeald it. 

F. 8. After which the French Voyage hapned ; and when 
they were at the I/ of Wight ready to embark, his ſaid 
eldeſt Son grew timorous, and expreſs'd a great Averſion, 
altho four. of his Siſters being there, and a Furrier, a Citi- 
zen of London, his Daughter and _ Child, and his Brother- 
in-law and a Reverend Divine, who had long been his Fa- 
ther's Chaplain, and his Wife a very diſcreet Woman, who 
had long been his Mother's Gentlewoman, did all perſuade 
him to the Voyage; and moſt of them went on Board a 
Yatcht which his Father had provided, and his youngeſt 
Siſter but one, and the ſaid Furrier's Daughter ( for the ſake 
of which young Women, his Father took his Coach and Hor- 
ſes, and a Saddle-Horſe and two Foormen ) they fail'd into 
France; but being a great Calm, and without any conſide- 
rable Wind, which was Eaſt, for a conſiderable time, the 


could not land, but ſaid two or three Days, as if their De. 


ſign had been to view the Coaſts and Sea-Ports of France. 
. 9. At laſt they arriv'd at La- Hogae, below Cheirbargh ; 
and in paſſing thro that Noble Dutchy of Normazay an 


Piccaray, & c. the Father ſeeming little Curious, and the Son 


being really Uninquiſitive, the two handſom young Laſſes 
only (being pre-inſtructed ) deſir'd to ſee Arſenals, Stores, 
Inſide and Diſcipline of Gariſons, for which they were 
ſeemingly blam'd by this old teſty incurious Father, who 
by that means ſaw more of their Strength and Weakneſs 


than perhaps ever Engliſhman did: but his ſaid Son and 


Daughter, and one Footman, being extremely fick at Paris, 


he haſtned to Calls, and embark'd for England, and came 
over in Company of a German Count, and ſome Italians, 


VIZ, 


f A 
viz, the Marqueſs of Spinols, and another Nobleman, a 
Knight of Malta. And having ſeen his faid Son and Daugh- 
ter and ſick Servant ſafe at Graveſend, with one Interpreter 
and one Footman, he purſues his Travels, greatly deſiring 
to paſs that Winter in Flanders, and the Seven United Pro- 
vinces. 

$. 10, He return'd from his Travels about the beginning 
of the Year 1700; but to his great Grief found his dearly- 
belov'd ſecond Son had ſhut up his third Son (a hopeful 
Turkey-Merchant, who had ſerv'd five years Apprentice- 
ſhip) and made him ftark mad, and was himſelf grown 
very debauch'd, having had the Honour to be Pot-Compa- 
nion, and Maſter of Miſ-rule to a very great Perſon in his 
Nightly Solaces ; and when he the ſaid Father (who had 
not in all his Travels ſpent above 150 J. of his yearly Re- 
venue, not reck'ning what he took from an old Hoard 
call'd his ſaid ſecond Son to Account for his Stewardſhip, 
he the ſaid ſecond Son ( having extremely miſapply*d his 
Talent) fell into a violent Sickneſs, a Fever of the Spirits ; 
from which being with Difficulty recover'd, he relaps'd again, 
inſomuch as his Life was deſpair'd of, | 

$. 11. And thus paſs'd the Beginning of the Century, 
the Year 1700. In the mean time the Father was diligently 
inſpecting and preparing his mighty Coal-work; for the 
Draining of which, he having been three Years about it, 
his ſaid Son had not paid one Farthing: and he having pro- 
mis'd his ſaid Father to produce his Accounts in the Vaca- 
tion between Eaſter and Midſummer- Term, took a compen- 
dious way, viz. nickt it in May 1701, when his Father Was 
Delirous, being very ill of a Burning-Fever, by the Aft- 
ſtance of his Elder Brother, who was thereunto perfuaded 
by his Father-in-law and Prieſts and Jeſuits, to petition for 
an Inquiſition by virtue of a Writ De Lunatico Inquirendo, 
and in his ſaid Father's abſence did obtain a Verdict againſt, 


and a Patent for the Cuſtody of him; and accordingly en- 
deavor'd 
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deavor'd to take him: and he the ſaid Father had been by 
his own eldeſt Son actually committed to perpetual Impri- 
ſonment, had not he the faid Father defended his Life with 
Sword in hand above five Hours, and acquainted ſuch 
Gentlemen and others, who paſs'd under the Window at 
the Blue Poſts in the Hay-Market, where he the ſaid Father 
then was; which worthy Perſons commiſerating the Con- 
dition of a ſick old Gentleman, ſa abominably us'd by his 
own Son, found Means for his Eſcape that Night. And next 
Day the ſaid Father, the pretended Lunatick, took Friends 
with him, and expoſtulated with the then Lord Keeper for 
his Eaſineſs and Readineſs of Belief, who appointed a Day 
for Inſpection; at which, much Company, and ſome Perſons 
of. great Quality being there, the pretended Lunatick, not 
having had time to inſtruct his Counſel, was ford to plead 
his own Cauſe, having been baſely us'd and betray*d by his 
Servants and Agents, and all the Affronts and Vexations of. 
fer'd him that could be thought of to provoke him, vis. 
Detaining his Coach and Horſes ;. ſending away his Steward 
with his Caſh, near 1007, Which he'the Father brought up 
purpoſely for his Defence, keeping him out of Poſſeſſion of 


very pleaſant Chambers in Grays-In# ; which had not only 


the Proſpect of, but a Door into the Walks, and which had 
coſt. his ſaid Father 5007, and he the Elder Brother took 
Poſſeſſion of the Warnickſpire Eftate, and receiv'd the Lei- 
ceſterſhire Rents, as the ſecond Son did actually enter upon 


the whole Eſtate in Midaleſex. 


8. 12. Nor did this ſerve their turn, but they brib'd falſe 
Witneſſes to accuſe their ſaid Father of horrid Crimes; and 


he Reg unhealthy, and therefore always ſending his own 


Beer and Ale out of Warwickſpire to London, they ſeiz'd the 


Hamper, would not let their Father have any but two Bot- 


tles, both which had been open'd. And the Old ſick Gentle- - 


man being about to drink greedily thereof, a Footman (whom 


he took but the Day before, they baving ſent away all his 
own 
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own Servants) ſtopt his hand, beg'd of him to take care, 
ſuſpecting the Drink to be poiſon'd, as indeed it was: For 
altho he their Father had not drank half a Glaſs, yet it put 
him into ſuch a violent Vomiting and Looſeneſs, that not 
only Himſelf and his ſaid Footman, but alſo Perſons of Qua- 
lity then in the Houſe, who came into his Chamber at Three 
a Clock that Morning, verily believ*d it would have kilPd 
bim; but thro the Blefſing of God he eſcaping, had ſuch a 
Maſs of Flegm brought up, that it work'd a quite contrary 
Effect to their Deſign, and greatly conduc'd to his Recovery; 
inſomuch as the ſaid Father made ſhift to be carry'd in a 
Chair to the Houſe of Lords, from whoſe High and Juſt 
Tribunal, this perſecuted Old Gentleman did hope for Re- 
lief: but as he went, his ſaid Son had ſent Ruffians to 
ſeize and aſſault him, which they hapned to do juſt againſt 
the Door of his Grace the Duke of Schomberg, into whoſe 
Houſe this perſecuted Gentleman (having the Honor of his 
Grace's acquaintance) eſcap'd, and was there ſeiz'd by a 
ſtrong Ruffian, who took him in his Arms, and had aQtu- 
ally carry'd him away, had not his Grace's Servants reſcu'd 
him: Whereupon the afflicted Gentleman ſent away his, 
| Chairmen and Footman, and after ſome time, when the 
Ruffians wete gone, eſcap'd, being guarded and attended 
by his Grace's Retinue. 10 

$. 13. After which, they perſuaded all The Tradeſmen 
that this Gentleman had dealt with, that he was mad, and 
prevaild with them not to be his Bail; and had not two 
Tradeſmen, whom this Old Gentleman had had very little 
acquaintance with, been his Bail, he had been ſent to Ver- 
gate before the Inquiſition was found, and thence conveyd 
to be tormented to Death in a Mad houſe. And when one 
of his Worthy Counſel, who was truly his Patron, did ad- 
viſe him to bring his Traverſe, his ſaid eldeſt Son pretended 
to be willing to compoſe all Differences, by the Mediation 
of Mr. Serjeant Birch of Staffordſhire, who undertook it; 
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and the ſaid eldeſt Son pretending that his Annuity had 
deen unpaid for above Six Years, did, without his ſaid Fa- 
ther's ſuſpeding any ſuch matter, thro the Treachery of his 
the ſaid Father's Sollicitor, obtain a Judgment by Default, 
and enter*d upon 1000.1.” per Annum of his ſaid Father's 
Eſtate, upon pretence that the Rent-Charge was unpaid ; 
and to prevent his ſaid Father's going on with the ſaid 
Traverſe, did in or about Jay 1702, prefer a moſt abomi® 
nable, malicious, falſe Allegation to the Houſe of Lor 

in a Petition ; to whom he and his Accomplices had infinua- 
ted moſt notorious Untruths to the prejudice of his ſaid Fa- 
ther's Reputation; and had likewiſe made an Intereſt in the 
Houſe of Commons, and had perſuaded his four unmarried 
Siſters to gn a Petition, which thoſe poor innocent young 
Women had never heard read, but were aſſur'd that 'twas 
the only way to ſecure to them preſent Maintenance and fu- 
ture Fortunes: And he the ſaid eldeſt Son had the Impudence 
in the Prayer of the ſaid Petition, to deſire an Act of Parlia- 
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ment might paſs, to veſt their ſaid Father's Eſtate in Truſtees, 


for preſervation of the Family, and for ſecuring the younger 
Children's Maintenance and Portions, who were forc'd to 


leave their ſaid Father, by reaſon bf his unnatural and cruel 


Viage. | 


But That great and juſt Tribunal, the Houſe of Lords, did 
not fallow the Example of the Commiſſioners at the Church- 
Houſe of St. Clement's Daze, who did determine without 
hearing, and gave Directions to a willing Jury to find him a 
Madman, whom 16 of the 19 Jurors had never ſeen in their 
lives; but their Lordſhips very worthily ſummon'd the ac- 
cus'd Party, granted. him a Copy of the Petition, and baſe 
falſe Alegations, and that enabled him who had kept a Diary 
of all his Actions for above 30 Years, which he ſhew'd to the 
Right Reverend my Lords the Biſhops of Worcefter, and Co- 
ventry and Litchfield : whereby the Malice and Falſity of what 
was alledg'd, was ſo plainly and fully made to appear, that 


2 their 
 Þ 


way © 
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Iy intreat the ſaid Father, rather to take ſome Infamy 


TT. 
their Lordſhips, as well as the moſt Reverend my Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbary, and divers Temporal Lords, did earneſt- 


himſelf, than utterly to ruin the Reputation of his ſaid Sons. 
$. 15. Which Advice he their ſaid Father did fo far com- 
ply with, as not to produce Proofs of his ſaid Son's Villany : 
But whereas he intended for his ſecond Son the noble Man- 
nors of Harfield, Mooy- Hall and Brachenbourg, in the County 
of Middleſex, chatging them only with payment of 22000 l. 
now he laid 41000 J. upon them; nor ſhould that have ſerv%d 
his ſecond Son's turn, had he not been, or at leaft ſeem'd to 
be, extremely Penitent, declaring with Tears and great Com- 
punction, not only to his ſaid Father, but alſo to an old Set- 
vant of the Family, That he had repented for his late Acting 
againſt his own dear Father above a hundred times; and that 
he had earneſtly implor'd, and did with all humility believe 
he had obtain'd God Almighty's Pardon for his faid great 
Tranſgreſſions, and till hop'd that he ſhould obtain his Fa- 
ther's too, who from that time did begin again to have 
Comfort of him. | 5 
$. 16. But his eldeſt Son was of a quite different Tem- 
r, continuing to put all the Slights and Affronts that poſſibly 
be could on his Father, oſten pretending to treat with him, 
et never ſtuck to his Word or Promiſes, tho in writing, but 
et Tenants run three or four Years behind, on Ilan that 
his ſaid Father might have the more to pay. And as he and 
his Accomplices had ſucceſsfully bereft his third Brother of 
his Senſes thro cruel Uſage, as aforeſaid; and had, altho 
thanks be to God with no Effect, attempted the fame againſt 
his Father: So about January or February was T welvemonth, 
he the faid eldeſt Son did, without ever asking his Father's 
Conſent, actually take advantage of a Fit of Sickneſs, which 
his eldeſt Siſter was fallen into, and ſhut her up for a Mad- 
woman; whereby he not only faves 50001. Portion, but he 
has got an Aſhigament 1 2400 f. from Sir Nobert Viner, 
962 . which 
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which his Father had given to his ſaid Siſter. This is his 


way of paying Portions; and to juſtify what he had done, 
in June ſued out a Writ, and had upon an Inquiſition a Ver- 


dict found againſt her, and a Cuſtody granted to another of 


his Siſters ; altho it is ſuppos'd, that an Inquiſition found 
againſt his Siſter in June, will hardly juſtify his ſeizing of 


her in January or February before. 


$. 17. All this while he is indefatigable in the Perſecu- 


tion of his own Father, to whom in Warwickſbire he 
came down in Jah 1706, and brought a florid Orator, 
whoſe Siſter he had married ; and both pretended great Ser- 


vice for his Father, and deſir'd Rents to be aſſign'd inſtead 


of the Rent-charge, and promis'd faithfully never to give the 


Old Gentleman on this account any Trouble more. Accord- 
ingly ſatisfaQtory Rents were aſſign'd, and in or about Fe- 
bruary laſt they requir'd the Tenants to give Bond; and in or 
about April deliver'd Declarations of Ejectment to the Te- 


nants of the other 500 J. per Annum, becauſe the aſſigu'd Te- 
nants did not pay at the Day. What Tenants do ? 


. 18. This horrid Prevaricating made the Father pre- 
pare for his Defence; but Friends interpos'd, and a Treaty 
was begun and carried on to that very Day, before Warwick 
Aſſizes, and Promiſes made, that nothing ſhould be done 
to the prejudice of the ſaid Father; notwithſtanding a Ver- 
dict was ſurreptitiouſly obtain'd at that Aſſizes, and Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Eſtate would likewiſe be gain'd, were it not 
for a Writ of Error that the ſaid Father has brought, and 
à Superſedeas that he has obtain'd. | 


$. 19. The ſaid Son likewiſe has prefer'd a Bill in Equity 
apainſt his ſaid Father, wherein he makes divers worthy 


Perſons Complainants, who knew nothing thereof, nor did 


give any Conſent thereunto ; therein likewiſe he complains, 
that his Father will not deliver the Writings : Whereas 
upon a Letter from him the Son in October 1706, his Father 


conſented that his Agent, Dudley Rider by name, ſhould 


* look 
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look over the Trunk of Writings belonging to the Eſtate 
in Miadleſex, and chuſe out what he thought material, which 
he did by Number fifty two, having ſpent the 1 2th, 1 th, 
and 14th of November in the ſearch thereof; and for the ſaid 
52 Writings, the ſaid Dudley Rider did give his Receipt, 
which is ready to be produc'd, dated 14 Novemb. 1706. and 
yet theſe Writings are ſued for again, and a Mortgage is 
demanded up ; whereas the Mony due upon the Mortgages 
are not diſcharg'd by many thouſand Pounds. But this 
ſaid eldeſt Son is given over to a Reprobate ſenſe; and 
tho very weak, is very wilful, and is moſt extremely cheat- 
ed, and will be ſo; is reſolv'd to ruin the Eſtate, which his 
ſaid Father would willingly preſerve for the benefit of his 
— who may prove a wiſer Man than his wilful Fa- 
ther. 

$. 20. But all the World may ſee the Juſtice and Equity, 
and real Kindneſs intended by their ſaid Father: He doth 
declare, That upon condition an Account may be given of 
the Fines and Herriots that have been receiv'd in Middleſex 
ſince the Death of the ſecond Son, which hapned about + 
21ſt of Jah 1705, and of the Timber which has been fe 
ſince, or was felPd before, and not fold, or was ſold and 
not paid for, and how that Eſtate has been manag'd, and 
how it is now ſet ; that this ſaid Father will put his eldeſt 
Son in fo the end Two thouſand and five hundred Pounds 


a year, to the end he may not have the temptation to wiſh 
or contrive his Father's Death. 

$. 21. And his ſaid Father's intent was farther, To ſettle 
a noble Eſtate upon his younger Son, who might obtain a 
Wife with a good Portion, and ſo take off half the Debt 
which his eldeſt Son doth owe, and lay it upon his youngeſt 
Son; by which means all the Intereſt-Mony which his 
ſaid eldeſt Son will have to pay, will amount to but 350/. 
per Annum, and all the Principal will amount to but 70007. 
which if the ſaid eldeſt Son will but aſſign One 1 
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Pounds à Year. out of the 2500/7. then every Year the In- 
tereſt will leſſen 50 J. and in ſeven Years the whole Debt 
will with eaſe be paid; and if the two younger Siſters ſhould | 
marry, half their Fortunes ſhall likewiſe be laid upon the | 
other Eſtate, and five Years more will likewiſe clear all 
that. | ; | 
Thus will this noble Eſtate be preſerv'd to the Family, | 
400 J. per Annum of which has never been ſold ſince the 
Conqueſt, and the reſt has been out of the Family but one 
Generation ſince the 32d of Edward the Third. 
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HIS Old Gentleman's Sons, and their Accomplices, | 
took a Hint from thoſe Traitors and Enemys to the 
State, who having abounded in Warwickſhire, ( viz. Key, 
ernock, and Sir William Perkins) were all three executed 
ith others: And this Old Gentleman having dug up Arms 
in Sir William Perkinss Garden, (viz. Swords, Piſtols, and | 
- Carbines, to arm a complete Troop of Horſe) which Arms 
are now in the Tower; and having found (in the Houſe of a 
Brother of one of thoſe Traitors that were executed) 1000 
Muskets, and having by Correſpondence with, and Bribing 
of one of the Traitors (whom he procur'd to be ſpar'd, ma- 
king him an Evidence againſt the reſt) an exact Account of all 
their Plots and Contrivances, wherewith long before this 
Old Gentleman did endeavour to acquaint his then 8 cred 
Majeſty, the late King William of Bleſſed Memory; thoſe 
People grew ſo exaſperated againſt him, that they well 
knowing the Popiſh Maxim, caſt Dirt enough, and ſome 
of it will ſtick; knowing no other way to traduce this 
Gentleman, they at a venture accus'd him of Incontinncy 


with 


71 & 
with his own Daughters; and ter, a certain Coal. 
Maſter finding that this Old Gentleman was like to conquer 
a- Coal-Delph which had bafledimany Hundreds: For al- 
tho within the Memory of Man, that noble Delph had 

ielded Coals that were fold for.Feeooo J. Sterling; yet it 

d ſpent all that, and ſo much more Mony of the Under- 
takers, as, in all together, amounted'to more than 300000 J. 
Sterling. But this Old Gentleman having long obſerv'd what 
obſtructed that great Work, and having himſelf deſcendeds 
into the Bowels of the Earth in all the conſiderable Delphs 
in England, ( viz.) the Iron, Lead, Coal, Tin, and Copper- 
Mines; the Lead-Mines in Derbyſbire, the Tin and Copper- 
Mines in Cornwall, &c. And having made four ſeveral Trials 
to get Coal himſelf, and obſerv'd the Methods of all others, 
he at laſt attain'd to ſuch a degree of Knowledg, that it 
was morally impoſſible he ſhould fail in his Undertaking ; 
but the ſaid Rival Coal-Maſter, who had from ſmall Be- 
ginnings, by ſucceſs in Coal-Delphs, rais'd himſelf to a very 
great Eſtate, having brib'd his'fecond Son the Lawyer, 
whoſe Profeſſion caus'd him to take Fees, and his Intereſt 
led him to impeach his ſaid Father to preſerve himſelf; 
and being aſſiſted by one who well knew the Eſtate, and 
the Settlements thereof, which put them upon that unna- 
tural villanous Proceeding, to endeavor to make a Lunatick 
of this Old Gentleman. 


FINIS 


